College of Natural and Agricultural Sciences

Hatch Project Peer Review Policy

All faculty holding AES (sometimes called OR) appointments must have an approved Hatch project, and USDA requires that Hatch project be peer-reviewed.  At UCR, most Hatch projects are reviewed by faculty peers as part of the UCR-Research Support Allocation Process (RSAP), which occurs prior to formal approval of new or renewing Hatch projects.  We consider that this review satisfies the USDA requirement.  However, we point out that faculty might benefit from having their Hatch project reviewed by peers before submission to RSAP since the reviewers may identify areas that need improvement or amplification, and these changes would improve the chance for full funding.  

In addition, there are two situations in which a faculty member submits a Hatch project that will not enter the RSAP process.  In these cases, Department Chairs must arrange for peer review of the Hatch project before submission to CNAS.  These two situations are discussed below.

New faculty should submit a Hatch project within 90 days of their hire date.  However, they are not eligible to apply for RSAP funding until the end of their second year (approximately), so that RSAP funding becomes available to them after the three years of initial complement funding.  We require that Department Chairs arrange for a separate peer review of such Hatch projects before they are submitted to CNAS.  This review should be valuable for new faculty and improve the quality of projects submitted to RSAP the following year. 

Hatch Project without RSAP. A few faculty may submit Hatch projects that are not coupled to the RSAP allocation process, often because they choose not to participate in RSAP.  In these cases also, we require that Department Chairs arrange for a separate peer review of such Hatch projects before they are submitted to CNAS.
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